AN APPRECIATION OF THE SANSKKfT \^ORKS

Vazhakunnam compares the strength of Vasishta and
Viswamitra respresenting Brahmatejas and Kshatrabalam respec-
tively. He illustrates the superiority of the former by describing
the war between the two. In this context he mentions, autobio-
graphically:-

^^rarN^t^ dc^dl ^r TmtyMdd^

<+M^)c| M^r ^T ^P-m ^IMt^^llte
d^ll^d^l^TFT ^d^iKh ^citc^cii

^Hd^Hp^i W^r ?ri^nt ^t ^^4^<" 51

Tagore also compares the two sages Viswamitra and Vasishta,
as follows:-52 "Both of them were great, but they represented
two different types of wisdom and there was conflict between
them. Vishvamitra sought to achieve power and was proud of it,
Vasishta was rudely smitten by that power." The poet congratu-
lates Vasishta on his power to forgive the other rising himself to
a higher level. Tagore concludes remarks, in his own style, 'Those
two sages symbolise in themselves two guiding spirits of
civilisation.... when they join hands, all the fire and fight are changed
into the smile of flowers and song of birds."

Vazhakunnam describes beautifully the sentimental situation
ofDasaratha who could not even sleep on the day previous to the
wedding of his son Rama, (thinking of Rama always).

51. Ibid.. verse 56, p. 19.

52. Rabindranath Tagore, op.cit., pp.64,65.
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